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September    
Lectionary  

Sept 5-Pentecost 15 
  Jer 18: 1-11 
   Psalm 139:1-5, 13-17 

or 
   Deut 30: 15-20 
   Psalm 1 
   Phil 1-21 
   Luke 14: 25-33 
 
Sept 12-Pentecost 16 
  Jer 4: 11-12, 22-28 
   Psalm 14 
     or 
   EX 32: 7-14 
   Psalm 51: 1-11 
   1 Tim 1: 12-17 
   Luke 15: 1-10 
 
Sept 19-Pentecost 17 
  Jer 8: 18-9:1 
   Psalm 79: 1-9 
     or 
   Amos 8: 4-7 
   Psalm 113 
   1 Tim 2: 1-7 
   Luke 16: 1-13 
 
Sept 26-Pentecost 18  
   Jer 32: 1-3a, 6-15 
   Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
     or 
   Amos 6: 1a, 4-7 
   Psalm 146 
   1 Tim 6: 6-19 
   Luke 16: 19-31 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

         Around the Parish 

S t. Stephens supports numerous agencies through Outreach, but we really don’t get the opportunity for so many of 
us to experience any of them as we do with South Oakland Shelter (SOS).  How lucky we are to have as guests 

those homeless persons and families, each year, who are trying to get their lives back on track.  As one of 60 congrega-
tions who provide temporary shelter for a week, we have the opportunity to support all of what SOS is doing for the 
people they serve. 
     In addition to the 90 days each participant can spend in the program and receive housing, SOS also offers suppor-
tive services including: 

 Case management for  families and individuals on the brink of homelessness 
 Assistance and counseling for those transitioning into stable and affordable housing 
 A supportive environment with information about and referrals to other agencies 
  Career building and job readiness skills 
 Job placement 
 Budget management 
 Monetary assistance 
 Rental and utility assistance 
 Computer and internet training 
 Assistance with supplemental social security benefits  
 12 step-recovery programs 
 Self care and nutrition programs 
 Yoga and other stress reducing techniques 
 Bag lunch available during the hours of lunch 
 Food pantry and clothing closet 
 Project S.E.L.F. Mentoring for SOS adolescents and children to build a strong, nurturing relationship with an 

adult 
 S.E.L.F. - a structured, trauma-informed education curriculum for clients 

     What makes SOS even more special to St. Stephens is that Reverend Jim Maxwell was part of the team who initi-
ated the project.  Mike O’Neil was part of the group that first implemented it and former member, Daisy Eldon, mother of 
Diane Kenefic, was on the first SOS board. 
      For more information, visit www.southoaklandshelter.org.  Better yet, participate in some way when St. Stephens 
hosts SOS this month. 
 

Cheryl Davenport 

SOS Week Revealed 

Swat Prayer Vigil 

F or a number of years we have observed a Sunrise 
Prayer Vigil in support of our Mission and Steward-

ship at St. Stephen’s. In response to some creative sug-
gestions, the Prayer Vigil this year will take place on the 
evening of Saturday, October 2nd, beginning at 8:00pm 
and ending at 12 Midnight. The Vigil will include readings 

from Scripture and other spiritual writings, psalms, 
chants, hymns, spoken meditations by parishioners, and 
prayer for every aspect of our life and ministry. Partici-
pants come and go from the Vigil as they are able. 

http://www.southoaklandshelter.org�
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Under the Dogwood 

Just a reminder that 
all those who wish to 
knit scarves for 
Christmas at Sea 
need to have their 
projects complete 
and to me by the end 
of October.  If any-
one needs the pat-
tern, please let me 
know and I will pro-
vide it via email or 
hardcopy. 
 

Deacon Liz 

Knitting 
Scarves 

Please check the website for the most up-to-
date calendar of events 
www.ststephenstroy.org 

H is name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt 
with holes in it, jeans, and no shoes.  This was 

literally his wardrobe for his entire  four years of college.  
     He is brilliant. Kind of profound and very, very bright. 
He became a Christian while attending college.  
     Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, 
very conservative church. They want to develop a minis-
try to the students but are not  sure how to go about it.  
     One day Bill decides to go there. He walks in with no 
shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has 
already started and so Bill starts down the aisle looking 
for a seat.  
     The church is completely packed and he can't find a 
seat. By now, people are really looking a bit uncomfort-
able, but no one says anything.  
     Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit, and 
when he realizes there are no seats, he just squats down 
right on the carpet.  
     By now the people are really uptight, and the tension 
in the air is thick.  
     About this time, the minister realizes that from way at 
the back of the church, a deacon is slowly making his way 
toward Bill.  
     Now the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, 
and a three-piece suit.. A godly man, very elegant, very 
dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he 
starts walking toward this boy, everyone is saying to 
themselves that you can't blame him for what  he's going 
to do.  
     How can you expect a man of his age and of his back-
ground to understand some college kid on the floor?  
     It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy.  The 

church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the 
man's cane.  All eyes are 
focused on him.. You can't 
even hear anyone breathing. 
The minister can't even 
preach the sermon until the 
deacon does what he has to 
do.  
     And now they see this 
elderly man drop his cane on 
the floor. With great difficulty, 
he lowers himself and sits down next to Bill and wor-
ships with him so he won't be alone.  
     Everyone chokes up with emotion.  When the minis-
ter gains control, he says,  'What I'm about to preach, 
you will never remember. What you have just seen, you 
will never forget.'  
     'Be careful how you live. You may be the only Bible 
some people will ever read!'  
 

Anonymous 
 

Editor’s note:  I don't know if this story is true, but if it isn’t, it should be.  

I researched this story but couldn’t find anyone who acknowledges 

writing it.  It has made the rounds of the internet, been posted on blogs 

and other sites.  But it struck me that this is what St. Stephen’s is—

everyone is welcome. 

The Living Bible  

Serving from the Heart 

B e a part of the continuing adult education series.  
Plan on attending “Serving from the Heart:  Finding 

your gifts for service.”     
     Starting on  Monday, September 13, 2010 from 7pm 
to - 8:30 pm, and running for 4 consecutive Monday 
nights, learn what gifts you have been given to help 
change this world. 
     This guide helps adults discover their unique gifts 
and talents for service, the inspiration to serve, and a 
way to connect with service in your church community.  
It’s perfect for new and experienced servants of God. 
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September   
Birthdays 

Reaching Out 

Brenda Abitheira..............1 
Daniel Terlecky......... 4 
Matthew Walter....... 5 
Marilyn Elwarner ...... 6 
Kyle Collins................. 6 
Wilson Blythe............ 7 
Leslie Bailey............... 7 
Michelle Beal ............. 8 
Amy Boldt................... 8 
Abbigail Latkowski...8 
Catherine Crowell..... 9 
Dominic Piantedosi . 10 
Don Hotton .............. 10 
Phil Pierce ................ 10 
Margaret Eathorne.11 
Alan Giles ..................11 
Teagan Pruitt .......... 12 
Anthony Antonino .. 13 
David Pierce............. 14 
Ava Lee Addington. 15 
Bonnie Gross............ 15 
Samantha Fox ......... 15 
Stanley Terlecky.... 18 
Karl Burnside........... 19 
James Goodwin ....... 19 
Marge Dillon ............ 21 
Barbara Whitaker..22 
Debbie Pincura........22 
Scott Armstrong....22 
Jane Wellman..........24 
Seung Cho.................24 
Molly Neumann........24 
Marie Burnside .......25 
Lauryn Przeslawski.26 
Ann-Marie McCoy...26 
Jessica Fox..............26 
Kyle Church..............27 
Cheryl Davenport ...28 
Lori Podsiadlik.........29 
Sunn Cho...................29 
Timothy Hatt ..........30 
 

S t. Suzanne is in great need of beds and bikes 
(bike locks too) for her clients.  Please check your 

garages and empty rooms - maybe you could ask your 
neighbors and friends too.  The phone number is 248 
334-3595  ext. 3332 if you have something for her. 
Thanks for helping - see details below.    

Gretchen 
  
 Beds -  
A client coming from a domestic 
violence situation, moving to 
Pontiac from Detroit is in needs of 
beds for herself and 2 children.   
We have had several clients get 
into subsidized housing thru 
Pontiac Housing Commission and are in need of 
beds.  Furniture Bank of Oakland County is the only 
free source of furniture and they are not filling any new 
referrals currently as they are overwhelmed with re-
quests.  Even with help from Furniture Bank it can take 
up to several months for clients to receive beds as they 
are always in need.   
  
Bikes -  

Several local men are in need of 
bikes currently.  They are living at a 
¾ House and are trying to get their 
lives back on path.  Two have jobs 
and having a bike to get to and 
from work would be a bless-

ing.  The third man is going to be starting at OCC in a 
few weeks and having a bike for transportation would 
also be a blessing.  Bike lock donations are always 
appreciated as well. 
  
Please let me know if you need further info.  We can 
have someone pick any donations up from the recipi-
ents home or from your church. 

THANKS!! 
Suzanne  

Beds & Bikes 
E laine & Amy Church are hosting a "beading" Party 

on Sept. 29th  to support the Beads for Life table 
at the Diocean Convention in October.  It costs $120 to 
rent the table.  Since all funds gained from selling the 
Bead for Life jewelry goes back to the organization we 
need to find the money to cover the table costs else-
where.  All those who attend the Party will be able to 
make a Necklace, or prayer beads for a $10 Donation.  I 
will provide all the materials for the projects.  There is 
space for only 14-16 people, so the sign up list will fill up 
fast.  A flyer and the sign up list will be available by the 
first Sunday in September. 
  

Peace+  
Deacon Liz 

Bead for Life 

T here’s still time to volunteer!  Sunday, September 
26th through Saturday, October 2nd.  In order to 

spread the workload and give parish-wide opportunity to 
volunteer, we look for a different Chef each night. That 
Chef can recruit a crew or we can appeal for finding 
help. Separately we look for a dishwashing saint for 
each night. 
Receipes are already written or we can support any you 
prefer to do. Foodstuffs are supplied as needed by pa-
rishioner donations. 
     If you would like to help but not be the Chef, sign up 
and say to help only. 
     This is a parish-wide effort and we pray for God’s 
blessings on our endeavor.  
     To volunteer please call Colin at 248-652-9039 and 
leave a message or reply by email to under-
dog@wowway.com 

Guest Chef’s For  SOS 

mailto:underdog@wowway.com�
mailto:underdog@wowway.com�
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Something More 

To : YOU 
Date : TODAY 
From : GOD 
Subject : YOURSELF 
Reference : LIFE 
 
     This is God. Today I will be handling All of your prob-
lems for you.  I do not need your help.  So, have a nice 
day.  
     I love you. And, remember.... If life happens to deliver 
a situation to you that you cannot handle , do not attempt 
to resolve it yourself!  Kindly put it in the SFGTD  ( some-
thing for God to do) box. 
      I will get to it in MY TIME. All situations will be re-
solved, but in My time, not yours.  Once the matter is 
placed into the box, do not hold onto it by worrying about 
it.  
     Instead, focus on all the wonderful things that are 
present in your life now.  
     Should you decide to share this with a friend; Thank 
you.  You may have touched their life in ways you will 
never know! 
 
Now, you have a nice day. 

God  

Memo From God 

'I've learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it 
seems today, life does go on, and it will be better tomor-
row.' 
 
'I've learned that you can tell a lot about a person by the 
way he/she handles these three things: a rainy day, lost 
luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.' 
 
'I've learned that regardless of your relationship with 
your parents, you'll miss them when they're gone from 
your life.' 
 
'I've learned that making a 'living' is not the same thing 
as 'making a life.' 
 
'I've learned that life sometimes gives you a second 
chance.' 
 
'I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a 
catcher's mitt on both hands; you need to be able to 
throw some things back...' 
 
'I've learned that whenever I decide something with an 
open heart, I usually make the right decision.' 
 
'I've learned that even when I have pains, I don't have to 
be one.' 
 
'I've learned that every day you should reach out and 
touch someone. People love a warm hug, or just a 
friendly pat on the back...' 
 
'I've learned that I still have a lot to learn...' 
 
'I've learned that people will forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but people will never forget how 
you made them feel.' 
 

Maya Angelou 

On Life 
SOS 
Drivers 
Needed 

  
Sign up in the Gath-
ering Area for the 
morning, evening, or 
In-Take Table for 
September 26 - Oc-
tober 3.   
  
Questions?  Contact 
Linda Pierce  248 
540-2704 
lindap-
pierce@comcast.net 

mailto:lindappierce@comcast.net�
mailto:lindappierce@comcast.net�
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We Ask Your Prayers  for... 
Members 
Ava Lee Addington   Barb Lehti 
Mary Lou Bryson   Pat Look 
Dave Fielder   Albertine Mosier 
Harold Golding   Judy Mulcahy 
Joe Hopper   Mike O’Neill 
Richard Kenefic   Janet Satyanathan 
Steve Kirby   Charles Saylor 
 

  

Family & Friends 
Hugh Bandsuch Beverly Jackson 
Mary Bandsuch Robert James 
Matt Bandsuch Lyle Jarvis 
Timothy Bennett LeRoy Johnson 
Dorothy Bielak Lucille Makarov 
Gloria Bober Stephen Marks 
Isabelle Canale Patty McKibben 
Michael Carroll Staphen McKibben 
Anne Coffman MJ Ogden 
David Coleman Barbara Patrick 
Nancy Dickens Ryan Pote 
Jack Dillon Robin Raybould 
Cathlynn Duncan Violet Raybould 
Betty Feighner Don Saylor 
John Good Meg Schwedler 
Norma Gormly Chris Slezak 
Dillan Heybour John Spates 
Claudine Hoppen Mike 
 

Those in the Armed Services 
Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce 
Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis 
Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder 
Thomas Frydrych—Son-in-law of Rob & Amy Redmer 
Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper 

Ian Hotton 
Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn 

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce 
Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon 
David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon 
Brian Papet - Son of Bruce & Nancy Papet 
Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates 

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward 

 
 

These Parish Families  
9/5  Jim Trask, Frances Hammond, Simon & Will 
  Peggy Treadwell 
9/12  Geoff, Cheryl, Matthew & Walter 
  Kevin, Carolyn, Taylor, Hayley & Hannah Ward 
9/19  Roy & Gretchen Waters 
  Shannon Weigant 
9/26  Mike & Jane Wellman 
  Erik Wenrich 
10/2  Jim & Barbara Whitaker 
  Mark & Gayle Williams 
 

The Departed 
June Caulfield 

Mother of Cathy Hoffman 
 

Jack Mulcahy 
Member of St. Stephen’s 

 
Jim Bishop, Sr. 

Known to Colin & Kathy Davic 
 

September              
Anniversaries 

Bruce & Ardy 
 Dostert ...................4 
Fr Jon & Nancy 
 Sams ........................4 
Barry & Cheryl 
 Davenport...............5 
Bill & Julie 
 Redfield ..................5 
Ed & Kathy 
 DeCiantis ................6 
James & Vicki 
 Hunt .........................7 
Don & Linda 
 Hotton................... 10 
Shanker & Sara 
 Sundareson .......... 10 
Bob & Carol 
 Jantz ..................... 13 
David & Margaret 
 Fielder.................. 22 
Adrian & Bonnie 
 Gross .................... 23 
Jim & Anne 
 Miller .................... 24 
Larry & Liz 
 Sinkovich ............. 25 
John & Jeralyn  
 Burrell .................. 29 
 
 







How to Contact Us 

Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays) 
Tel: 248-641-8080       Fax: 248-641-8067 
Cathy Hoffman, Administrator 
Gretchen Waters, Administrative Assistant  
Kathryn Hassel, Office Assistant 
office@ststephenstroy.org  
The Rev. Jonathan Sams, Rector  
rector@ststephenstroy.org 
The Rev. Manisha Dostert, Associate Rector 
Cell:  919-880-0506 
associate@ststephenstroy.org 
The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon  
deacon@ststephenstroy.org 
Ray Aiello, Sexton 
sexton@ststephenstroy.org 
Dave Stein Treasurer 
Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer 
treasurer@ststephenstroy.org 
Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster 
www.ststephenstroy.org  (password: coffeehour) 
The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor  
witness@ststephenstroy.org 
E-mail, bring to church or fax:   248-641-8067 

St. Stephen’s  Episcopal 
Church 

5500 North Adams Road 
Troy, MI 48098 

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will 

Change Service Requested 
Dated Material  
SEPTEMBER 2010 

Weekly Services: 
 
Sat. 4:30 p.m. 
Eucharist for All Ages  
 
Sun., 8 a.m. 
Early Eucharist 
............................................................  
Sun, 10 a.m. 
Eucharist, with music, Nursery 

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster!  Please send your 
e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org.  Thank you in advance for 
helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN! 
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